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Su Shi’ s Viewpoints on the Imperial
Examination and His Essays in the
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Abstract: Su Shi
personages who took a right way of the
imperial exam. Su Xun, their father, is
also a personage who made
contribution to the imperial exam of Song
China. Su Shi obtains much more than Su Zhe,
though both great men of literature. Su
Shi lays stress in the imperial exam, and
he puts forth a series of viewpoints on the
imperial system. Encouraging his
disciples to take the right way of
imperial exam, he is successful in that he
cultivated a group of men celebrated for
literature, and in that he advocated the
— 30 —

and Su Zhe are

important

exam

imperial exam as a worthy cause in Danzhou,
a then prefecture in Hainan, which brought
up a new generation of qualified personnel.
The classic argumentation occupies an
important position in the Song imperial
exam. Speaking in terms of geneology, the
argumentation belongs to the
major category of prose, and therefore it
is an important component in Su Shi’ s
prose writings. Su Shi goes so deep in the
research of classic argumentation that he
left us quite a few of good essays in this
sphere. The Su Shi classic argumentation
is inherited and developed by scholars who
lived in the Ming—Qing period. The Su Shi
classic argumentation is of great value of
comparative study which may be carried out

classic

in the manner of cross—nations. Almost all
the literati who lived in the sphere of
Chinese—-characters in past centuries are
modeled by the Su Shi
argumentation,
Japan, Korea and Vietnam. As for Vietnam,
it is influenced supremely by the Su Shi
classic argumentation, and accordingly it
has obtained the greatest achievement in
the imperial exam system.

Key words: the Song imperial exam, the
Su Shi
comparative study

classic

which is influential to

prose, classic argumentation,
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